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p\. and resented. It was a pwn, belonged to mmox m?Kn, and to the first
transgressor it was £+3wn, only known to her by “traditional” word of
mouth. In, this answer there is still a fourth factor which completes the
sum of the elements which have irritated those who look at our laws in 2
superficial manner. Here we have at once the beginning of a 20, a "protec-
tive fence””, a 12277 M¥M. God had only forbidden eating the fruit of the
tree. Eve declares that even touching it is prohibited. This was a "fence-
law”, which Adam's conscientiousness had added to God's prohibition, to
Emm:t himself from mnsgressmg it. We can see therefrom how these
"0 and MM are formed quite naturally from the conscientiousness that

|| the observance of the Laws expect from us. But at the same time |

our sages admonish us NX PIP7 Y1o* K90 Ip°¥a Y% MY TIA DK ATED X0
2 12 W0 g7 WT MY STYM T unk K Ova WK a*Ipa 72 my'na
M2 XY AR MAAIPR NORT RYT A8d YR YOY AT MO0 AW WD NMsR
They warn us not to exaggerate and to set the fence too high, lest it fall in

{G and destroy the plants it was placed to protect. God had said: "as soon

is‘]mu eat of it you will die”, but she said, quite untruthfully, that God had
said “touch it not or you will die”. The serpent caught at this falschood.
It -pushed Eve against the tree, and then said: “see, you have not died by
touching it, so you will also not die through cating it”. (vm "3 and MK
;i,{‘li"-l ). Thl:jr warn tis never to lose sight of the origin and the importance
of these "fence-laws” ordered by Jewish conscientiousness, always to keep
in mind that they are man-made and not God-made, not XMXT, only
as long as we remember this do they serve us as waming and
If we forget that this is their character, then transgressing them will rust
u"lead more easily to trangressing the real God's law too. This danger the
:ages always bear in mind themselves, and always take great care to make
it evident that their 0" and MM are only such, and to differentiate them
from the min which are ¥Xn*TT. Adam erred therein that he transmitted
E;thzl;chmg of the tree with the eating hereof as being equally forbidden
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) It is quite evident from the above citation that the Midrasn
gives the story of Cain and Abel a universal application. It is
concerned not merely with the individual case of Cain and Abel,

! v but with the motives underlying man’s desire to quarrel, make
war, kill and murder his fellow. T a
;-,).\f ﬁ) Q’ Professor Heinemann in his work Darkei Aggada, page 15,
,d\ notes that our Sages, in contradistinction to the scientific ap- |
'?f s proach, do not generalize the concrete, but on the contrary,

express abstractions in concrete terms.
Three answers are given in our_Midrash to explain the root
j(causes of bloodshed and murder.-According to the first, they
are prompied by economic considerations, the guarrel over
material possessions.“According to the second, bloodshed is
prompted by religious and ideological reasons, each side main-
taining that the Temple should bg built in his domain, that
Jphis religion should be accepted. third view traces the
roots of bloodshed and strife to sexual passion—"they were
disputing over Eve.” - i
The Midrash is undoubtedly stating a universal truth. But
does this emerge from the context? Admittedly, the Rabbis
M were not concerned here with the individual Cain and Abel—
the sons of Man but with men. Since their aim was not ex-
planatory, to clarify the plain sense of the passage but rather @
to elicit a universal principle from it, they were not bound by
the context in their search for an answer to the question: “What

Q,E;Zm they arguing about?” |
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